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Dear Reader,

Comic books are a visual wonderland. They use creative illustrations, 
exciting drama and thrilling action to stretch reality and immerse 
readers in a story that can be whimsical, fantastical and 
other-worldly. “DOCTOR OBI: Cancer Chronicles, Vol. 1: Cervical 
Cancer and the HPV Vaccine” utilizes the same artistic and narrative 
techniques to pull readers into another world—but not simply to 
entertain them. This comic book is unique in serving a dual purpose as 
both an engaging art piece and a health education tool for young 
people, especially in regions with low cancer awareness, including low- 
and middle-income countries (LMICs) across the globe. 

The message shared in “DOCTOR OBI: Cancer Chronicles, Vol. 1” is 
on the growing problem of cervical cancer. According to the World 
Health Organization, cervical cancer is the fourth most common cancer 
globally, with an estimated 570,000 new cases (2018) and 266,000 
deaths (2012). About 90% of deaths from cervical cancer in 2018 
occurred in LMICs, where cervical cancer is the second leading cause 
of death among women. As cervical cancer is both highly preventable— 
and treatable when detected early—these deaths are avoidable. 

Why are women and families in developing countries disproportionately 
carrying this burden? One contributing factor is the lack of education 
about cervical cancer, its causes and the means of preventing it, 
including the human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine. The content of this 
comic book aims to dispel myths and misconceptions generally 
associated with all cancers and teach readers the importance of 
getting vaccinated to prevent cervical cancer. The goal is to introduce 
this comic book to children and young adults who will, in turn, share it 
with the adults in their lives—parents and other relatives—thereby 
achieving widespread reach and hopefully improving access to and 
uptake of the HPV vaccine for cervical cancer prevention.

Inspiration for this work emerged from an ongoing effort led by Global 
Oncology (GO) to improve cancer education and care in Nigeria, a 
country where one woman dies of cervical cancer every hour. 
“DOCTOR OBI: Cancer Chronicles” was created by GO in collaboration 
with Z2 Comics, the Clinton Health Access Initiative (CHAI) and a 
multinational steering committee of physicians, patients, comic book 
DUWLVWV��SXEOLVKHUV��FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�H[SHUWV��DQG�1*2�OHDGHUV��*2·V�
vision is that this comic book and subsequent editions will help to stem 
the tide of cancer in developing countries and lead to eradication of 
cervical cancer worldwide.

Please visit cervicalcancerfree.org to learn more about the comic or 
contribute to this health education series.
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LAGOS, NIGERIA
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YES, IT 
WAS AMAZING!!! 

IT WAS GREAT TO
 SEE AN AFRICAN 

SUPERHERO!

DID 
YOU GUYS 
SEE BLACK 
PANTHER 

YET?

IT WAS
GOOD...

WHAT DO YOU 
MEAN GOOD, IT 
WAS THE BEST 
MOVIE EVER!

AISHA 
YOU LOOK A 

LITTLE SAD, IS 
EVERYTHING 

OKAY?

WELL, NOT 
REALLY...

:+$7·6
WRONG?

I FOUND 
OUT MY AUNTIE 
HAS SOMETHING 
CALLED CERVICAL 

CANCER!

OH NO, 
7+$7·6�

TERRIBLE!

WELL, 
THE DOCTORS 

SAY SHE SHOULD 
BE FINE, BUT I AM 

WORRIED I'M 
GOING TO 
GET IT. 

IS SHE
OK?!
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YES, SHE 
LIVES WITH US, BUT 

SHE MOSTLY STAYS IN 
HER ROOM. I MEAN, YOU 
CAN ONLY GET CANCER IF 
YOU TOUCH SOMEBODY 

WITH CANCER, 
RIGHT? 

NO, 
I HEARD YOU 
GET CANCER 
FROM BAD 

JUJU.

THAT IS NOT RIGHT 
AT ALL. EVERYONE 

KNOWS THAT CANCER IS 
CAUSED BY SIN. IF YOU DO 

SOMETHING EVIL, BAD 
THINGS WILL HAPPEN TO 
YOU, LIKE DISEASE AND 

SICKNESS.

MY AUNTIE 
,61·7�(9,/�— 
6+(·6�62�1,&(�

WELL,
HAVE YOU SEEN 
YOUR AUNTIE 
RECENTLY?

EXCUSE ME, 
&+,/'5(1��,·0�6255<�
TO INTERRUPT, BUT 

NONE OF YOUR IDEAS 
ARE CORRECT.

SAYS
WHO?

WELL, I DO. 
ALLOW ME TO INTRODUCE 

MYSELF. MY NAME IS DOCTOR 
ORISA OBI, HOWEVER YOU CAN 

JUST CALL ME DOC. IT IS 
IMPORTANT THAT YOU LEARN 
THE TRUTH ABOUT CANCER 

AND NOT A BUNCH OF 
NONSENSE.
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OK, DOC, 
WHAT CAN 
YOU TELL 
US ABOUT 
CANCER?

I WANT 
TO KNOW,    

TOO!

WELL, LET 
ME SHOW 

YOU.

I'LL START 
FROM THE 

BEGINNING.

CELLULAR REPRODUCTION IS A NORMAL PROCESS 
ALLOWING OUR TISSUES, ORGANS, AND BODY 
TO BE HEALTHY. CELLS MUST GROW, DIVIDE 

AND DIE IN A CONTROLLED AND ORDERLY WAY.

BUT SOMETIMES, THINGS GO WRONG AND 
CELLS START DIVIDING UNCONTROLLABLY. 

THIS IS WHAT WE CALL CANCER.

CANCER CAN START IN MANY 
PARTS OF THE BODY LIKE THE 
LIVER, BREAST, AND COLON.



ENVIRONMENTAL
EXPOSURES

LIFESTYLE 
HABITS

INHERITED 
MUTATIONS

RANDOM
MUTATIONS

BAD JUJU

CURSE

SIN

PERSONAL
FAILINGS

THE IMPORTANT THING TO KNOW IS THAT CANCER IS NOT 
CAUSED BY BAD JUJU, CURSE, SIN, OR PERSONAL FAILINGS. 

IT IS A DISEASE CAUSED BY A PERSON'S BIOLOGY.
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IF IT IS NOT TREATED PROPERLY, CANCER 
CAN SPREAD FROM ONE PART OF THE BODY 

TO ANOTHER. IN THESE CASES, THE PERSON 
WILL BECOME VERY SICK AND CAN DIE.

OTHER CANCERS ARE CAUSED BY 
LIFESTYLE HABITS, LIKE SMOKING 
TOBACCO AND DRINKING ALCOHOL.

SOME CANCERS ARE CAUSED BY GENETIC MUTATIONS 
THAT ARE INHERITED FROM YOUR PARENTS, 
BUT MANY CANCERS ARE CAUSED BY GENETIC 
MUTATIONS THAT JUST HAPPEN RANDOMLY, 

MEANING WE CAN'T PREDICT OR PREVENT THEM. 

WELL, AISHA, DIFFERENT CANCERS 
HAVE DIFFERENT CAUSES. SOME 

CANCERS ARE CAUSED BY TOXINS IN 
THE ENVIRONMENT, LIKE POLLUTION.

DOC, WHAT
CAUSES CANCER

THOUGH?



WELL, DOC, CAN 
I GET CANCER 

FROM TOUCHING 
SOMEONE WHO 

HAS IT?

NO, TIMI. 
WHILE SOME CANCERS 

ARE CAUSED BY VIRUSES 
THAT ARE CONTAGIOUS, 
YOU DON'T GET CANCER 
SIMPLY BY TOUCHING 

SOMEONE.

DOC, I AM A 
GIRL, SO HOW 
CAN YOU BE SO 
SURE I WON'T 

GET IT?

DOC, 
WHAT CAUSES 

CERVICAL 
CANCER?

HOW IS THAT 
POSSIBLE?

AH, NOW 
THAT IS A GOOD 
QUESTION. YOUR 

AUNTIE HAS 
THAT?

YES, 
THOUGH THE 
DOCTORS SAY 
SHE SHOULD 

BE OK...

THAT IS GREAT, 
AISHA, ALTHOUGH I'M SURE 
IT'S STILL HARD ON YOU. 

THE GOOD NEWS IS, IF YOU 
TAKE THE PROPER PRECAUTIONS, 
THERE IS ALMOST NO CHANCE 

THAT YOU WILL EVER GET 
CERVICAL CANCER.

CAN YOU MAKE 
SURE WE NEVER 
GET IT, TOO?

WELL, BOYS, 
FIRST OFF, YOU CAN'T 
GET CERVICAL CANCER 

BECAUSE IT'S A TYPE OF 
CANCER THAT ONLY 
AFFECTS GIRLS AND 
WOMEN. BOYS AND 
MEN DON'T HAVE 

CERVIXES!

WELL, AISHA, I'VE GOT A 
BETTER IDEA. INSTEAD OF TELLING 

YOU, HOW ABOUT YOU CHILDREN ASK 
YOUR PARENTS FOR PERMISSION 
TO COME TO MY LABORATORY 

AND I WILL SHOW YOU?
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ALRIGHT CHILDREN, I WILL 
NOW EXPLAIN HOW THIS ALL WORKS. 

CERVICAL CANCER IS GENERALLY CAUSED 
BY A VIRUS CALLED HPV WHICH STANDS FOR 

HUMAN PAPILLOMAVIRUS. NOW, IF YOU 
HAVE HPV, IT DOESN'T NECESSARILY MEAN 

YOU WILL GET CERVICAL CANCER.

JUST
ONE SECOND,
THE PROGRAM

TAKES A BIT TO
BOOT UP.

WELCOME
TO MY LAB.
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DOC, SO
IS HPV LIKE

HIV?

DOC, HOW
DOES THE

VIRUS SPREAD
THEN?

GOOD 
QUESTION, AISHA! 

THE ONLY WAY HPV IS 
SPREAD IS THROUGH 
SEXUAL INTERCOURSE 

BETWEEN PEOPLE.

GREAT COMPARISON, 
NAETO! THEY ARE SIMILAR IN 
IMPORTANT WAYS: BOTH ARE 

VIRUSES THAT ARE TRANSMITTED 
SEXUALLY. AS SUCH, THEY CAN 

BOTH BE PREVENTED BY APPLYING 
THE ABCS OF PREVENTION. 

HOWEVER, THERE IS AN EVEN MORE 
EFFECTIVE WAY TO PREVENT THE 

VIRUS FROM SPREADING. 

:+$7·6�
THAT, DOC?

WELL,
THERE IS
A VACCINE
FOR HPV!
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YOUR IMMUNE 
SYSTEM IS YOUR 

BODY'S DEFENSE FROM 
VIRUSES AND OTHER 
THINGS THAT CAN 
MAKE YOU SICK.

CHILDREN, 
THESE ARE WHITE 
BLOOD CELLS. THEY 
ARE PART OF YOUR 
IMMUNE SYSTEM.

<28·5(�6$<,1*
THEY KEEP OUR
BODY SAFE?

EXACTLY, 
AISHA. SO WHEN 
YOU GET SICK, 

THESE CELLS FIGHT 
OFF THE VIRUSES 
AND MAKE YOU 

BETTER. 
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YOUR IMMUNE SYSTEM 
IS REALLY SOMETHING TO 

BEHOLD. IT KEEPS YOU HEALTHY 
MOST OF THE TIME. HOWEVER, 

SOMETIMES WHITE BLOOD 
CELLS ENCOUNTER VIRUSES 
AND OTHER THINGS THEY 

CAN'T DEAL WITH.
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SO, WHEN HPV 
BEATS OUR IMMUNE 

SYSTEM, IT 
INFECTS US AND 
CAN TURN INTO 

CERVICAL CANCER?

CORRECT 
AISHA! THIS IS 

WHERE VACCINES 
COME IN. LET'S 

WATCH...

FIRST, THE VACCINE ENTERS 
YOUR BODY EITHER THROUGH AN 
INJECTION OR NASAL SPRAY. 

THE VACCINE IS A HARMLESS, 
WEAKENED VERSION OF THE VIRUS 
THAT HELPS PREPARE YOUR IMMUNE 

SYSTEM FOR THE REAL THREAT. 



NOW YOUR IMMUNE SYSTEM KNOWS 
HOW TO FIGHT THE HPV IF THE 
REAL VIRUS EVER SHOWS UP. 
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SO, WITH 
VACCINATION YOU 

ARE PROTECTED 
AGAINST HPV!

WOW, SO THE 
VACCINE REALLY 
IS SAFE, YES? 

YES, IN 
FACT, VACCINES 
ARE ONE OF THE 

SAFEST FORMS OF 
MEDICINE IN THE 

WORLD. 

SINCE 
CERVICAL CANCER 
ONLY AFFECTS 

WOMEN, DO BOYS 
AND MEN NEED TO 
GET THE VACCINE 

TOO? 

OH, YES, 
THERE'S A WHOLE 

WORLD OF 
VACCINES. IN 
FACT, LET ME 
SHOW YOU...

ARE 
THERE OTHER 

VACCINES ASIDE 
FROM THE HPV 

VACCINE?

FOR NOW IN MANY PLACES ONLY 
GIRLS GET THE HPV VACCINE, 
BUT BOYS AND MEN ARE ALSO 

ENCOURAGED TO GET THE 
VACCINE IF THEY ARE ABLE. 
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VERY 
GOOD!
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AUNTIE!
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“DOCTOR OBI: Cancer Chronicles, 
Vol. 1: Cervical Cancer and the HPV 
Vaccine” uses understandable and 
entertaining visual representations to 
explain health topics such as cellular 
reproduction, cancer biology, 
infectious agents, and vaccinations in 
D� ZD\� WKDW·V� DFFHVVLEOH� WR� \RXQJHU�
readers. The decision to personify 
cells and viruses allowed the artist to 
portray complex educational content 
through a recognizable dramatic 
narrative with heroes and villains.

Dr. Olopade has a particular interest in understanding the genetic basis 
for breast cancer in Nigerian women. She is a principal investigator of an 
ongoing study of Nigerian breast cancer patients which has led to 
innovative treatments for this particular population. These discoveries 
have led Dr. Olopade to rethink prevention and treatment strategies for 
women of African descent, not just for breast cancer but cervical cancer, 
as well. In 2005, she was recognized for these efforts with a MacArthur 
Foundation Genius Award. 

Global Oncology looks forward to collaborating with Dr. Olopade to 
continue improving cancer awareness and expanding access to treatment 
for patient populations worldwide.

The character Doctor Orisa Obi is modeled after Olufunmilayo Falusi 
Olopade, M.D., a Nigerian 
physician-scientist and Professor 
at the University of Chicago in the 
United States. Dr. Olopade has 
dedicated her career to finding 
out why breast cancer tends to 
affect women of African descent 
earlier and more severely than 
other ethnic groups.

Design Features
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About Global Oncology (GO): www.globalonc.org 
Global Oncology (GO) is on a mission to expand access to cancer care 
in underserved communities around the world. We collaborate with 
patients, providers and healthcare systems to enable timely treatment and 
quality care while promoting cancer prevention and advocacy. Our 
initiatives include:

�� &DQFHU� (GXFDWLRQ�� LQFOXGHV� *2·V� &DQFHU� (GXFDWLRQ� 0DWHULDOV�
�&(0�—culturally relevant picture books designed to teach low-literate 
cancer patients about their disease and the importance of adhering to 
treatment; and the “DOCTOR OBI: Cancer Chronicles”—a comic book 
series teaching about cervical cancer and the importance of getting 
the HPV vaccine.

• Directly Observed Care: a program helping patients to navigate their 
complicated treatment regimens, reducing treatment delays and 
improving outcomes.

��7KH�*2�0DS��WKH�ZRUOG·V�RQOLQH�GHVWLQDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�PRVW�FRPSOHWH��
user-friendly and accessible information about global cancer research 
and control efforts, events and news: http://thegomap.org.

• GO Young Professionals Alliance: mobilizing students, educators and 
global health leaders in every profession to convene and bring 
awareness to the global cancer crisis.

*2�ZDV�IRXQGHG�LQ������E\�$PL�6��%KDWW��0'��3K'��$VVLVWDQW�3URIHVVRU�
RI�0HGLFLQH�DQG�RI�*HQHWLFV�DW�6WDQIRUG�8QLYHUVLW\�6FKRRO�RI�0HGLFLQH�
and Director of Global Oncology, Center for Innovation in Global Health, 
DQG�)UDQNOLQ�:��+XDQJ��0'��3K'��$VVLVWDQW�3URIHVVRU�DW�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
&DOLIRUQLD�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�0HGLFLQH�
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Support cancer education and prevention
at www.CervicalCancerFree.org.


